Purpose

· Determine if you are in the right class and if you will understand the material.

· Get an overview of what you’ll do in the class and what you think quality is.

· Help me determine whether we should invest in Lynda.com and/or instructional videos.
Introduction
Go to the Flashforward Conference and Film Festival Web site mentioned in the Introduction of the book. View the contest Finalists. Pick two categories and choose the best Flash video. In a complete paragraph, tell me why you chose each one. Make sure you use good grammar, complete sentences, check spelling, and give me good reasons why you made your choice. The purpose of these two paragraphs is to get you thinking about what makes good quality Flash presentations.

Chapter 1

1. Did you take the introduction to Flash class here? If so, when?

2. Read pages 2-4. Do you have the background to take this class and do think you will be successful? Please explain why. If you don’t think you’ll do well, come see me with a printout of this paper.
3. Make sure you complete the Objectives for introduction and chapter 1.

4. Instead of Exercise 1, steps 1 and 2 click Start, Control Panel, Add and Remove Programs. Which version of Adobe Flash Player is listed? If it is not Flash 9, let me know. You probably will not be able to load the latest version because students don’t have administrative rights on the computer.
5. Continue with step 3 of Exercise 1.

6. Go to www.lynda.com. In the Product text box choose Flash 8. Click on the name of your book, Macromedia Flash Professional 8 Beyond the Basics. If you have headphones, plug them into the computer. Listen to the Introduction and the five files for Chapter 1. Since you’ve read the introduction and chapter, please answer the following questions:

a. Were you able to access the videos?

b. How was the production quality (did they stop, pause, sound OK)?
c. How was the video instruction quality (did you comprehend what he was talking about)?

d. How easy was it to learn from the book?

e. How easy was it to learn from the videos?

f. Does the author in the video seem like someone who you can learn from? Why or why not?

g. Do you think it would benefit you if you went over the material twice – once with the book and once with the video?

h. Do you think it is worth the money to invest in videos for the class (the videos would cost $150 for each student)?

Standard Notes

NETS

3. Technology productivity tools - Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity. (Use and compare different technologies for learning – Internet, book, online videos).

5. Technology research tools - Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources. (Help me evaluate online videos – including whether our system can handle the load and if the learning justifies the expense)

English Standard 5 Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, references, and technological sources.

